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OFFICE: (217) 581-2920 HOME: (217) 345 .... 166 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Nov. 29, 1982 
LS-AS-FB STATE 
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University's football Panthers have advanced to the 
quarterfinals of the NCAA I-AA football championship tournament. 
Eastern, which downed Jackson State 16-13 in overtime Saturday, will travel to No. 4 
seed Tennessee State for a noon (CST) kickoff Saturday (Dec. 4). The Tigers were one of 
four teams to receive a first round bye. 
Other quarterfinal pairings are Colgate (8-3) at No. 3 seed Delaware (9-1), South 
Carolina State (9-2) at No. 2 seed Louisiana Tech (9-2) and Idaho (9-3) at No. 1 seed 
Eastern Kentucky (10-0). 
Eastern, Tennessee State and Eastern Kentucky are the only undefeated teams left 
although the Panthers and TSU each have a tie. Eastern is 11-0-1 and Tennessee State is 
9-0-1. 
If last Saturday's dramatic EIU victory in overtime is any barometer then the Panthers 
will have to pull an upset this week as Tennessee State defeated Jackson State 21-0 earlier 
this fall. 
"Of the eight teams left in the playoffs, we think Tennessee State probably has the 
best talent. From what we've seen and heard they may have as many as ten players go fairly 
high in the pro draft," said Coach Darrell Mudra. 
"Playing at their place is another positive factor for them plus the additional 
preparation time is a benefit • but we have risen to the occasion each time so far, and 
I'm sure we'll be ready for another nail-biter." 
This is the second year Tennessee State has been in the I-AA playoffs losing to 
South Carolina State, 26-25, in the first round last year. 
It'll be a battle of two of the nation's best I-AA quarterbacks, EIU's three year 
veteran, senior Jeff Christensen (Gibson City), and the Tigers sophomore, Kenneth Biggles. 




ranking 12th in passing efficiency in I-AA stats. Last Saturday, which is not figured 
in cumulative team stats, he set a I-AA tournament record for pass attempts completing 
26 of 50 for 308 yards, the sixth time he has gone over 300 yards in his three year 
career. 
Biggles has completed 111 of 209 for 53%, 1796 yards and 20 TDs and ranks second 
in the nation. 
Christensen's favorite receiver has just developed since mid-season, sophomore 
Jerry Wright (Chicago-Collins), who caught 29 for 709 yards, starting just the last 
seven regular games. He caught 10 for 130 against Jackson State. 
Tennessee State's top receiver is Mike Jones who has caught 13 touchdown passes 
this fall. However the Tigers most potent offensive threat is all-purpose back Herman 
Hunter, anoth.er sophomore, who is averaging 145 yards in rushing, receiving· and kick 
returns. 
He is most effective in kickoff and punt returns ranking No. 3 and No. 6 in those 
categories with 11.3 and 29 yard averages, respectively. 
"Wright's emergence as a quality receiver has really enhanced our passing game, and 
(Roger) Holoman and (Pat) Blair have been steadier plus Christensen has been on target," 
said Mudra. 
"Our last five games, counting the one with Jackson, we're averaging over 280 yards 
a game passing and feel confident with our plan. However, I see Tennessee State is allowing 
only 115 passing yards so it will be the most severe test we've had during this recent 
stretch." 
Both Tennessee State and the Panthers are ranked in nearly every team statistical 
category with the Tigers holding a decided edge. 
They are 11th in passing offense with 246 yards, 8th in total offense at 390 and 3rd 
in scoring at 33.2. 
EIU is 14th in total offense at 376 and 9th in scoring at 27.5 points. 
Defensively TSU is 7th in total defense giving up 229 a game, and 8th in passing and 




EIU's scoring defense is a bit better ranking No. 2 with 8.8 points allowed, 
just behind in total defense at No. 8 with 236 yards and 5th in rushing defense at 80.2. 
"Our defense has been ver.y consistent and adjusted well to about any kind of offen-
sive threat. It's difficult to single out anyone since we've received ~ood play from every 
segment," Mudra explained. 
Strong safety Robert Williams (Chicago-Dunbar) statistically had the best effort 
against Jackson State. He was in on 10 tackles, had a tackle for loss, intercepted one 
pass and knocked down three more. 
Linebacker Reggie Taylor (Apopka, FL-Arizona Western CC) had 2~ quarterback sacks, 
and forced two fumbles, including the one that stopped Jackson's scoring opportunity in 
the overtime. 
GAME NOTES 
TODAY'S GAME: This is the first meeting between these two mid-major football powers. 
Eastern enters the game with an 11-0-1 record, and co-champ of the 
Mid-Continent Conference. Tennessee State, an independent, is 9-0-1 with 
the lone tie against Texas Southern (20-20). The Tigers were ranked No.4 
in the final I-AA poll and received the No. 4 seed and bye to this quarter-
final game. 
NEXT WEEK: The winner of this contest will play the winner of the Idaho (9-3) and Eastern 
Kentucky (10-0) contest at the site of one of the winning teams. Eastern Ken-
tucky is seeded No. 1 and the winner of the Ohio Valley Conference. Idaho, 
second in the Big Sky, downed the conference champ Montana, 21-7, last week to 
advance. 
EIU WIN STREAK: The Panthers have played 13 straight games without a loss, 11-0-1 this 
fall and a season ending win over Delaware State in 1981. They have won 
·eight straight however the school record is 13 in a row during the 1978-79 
seasons. This is the fourth undefeated team in EIU history but the best 
overall as the previous one was 7-0-1 in 1928. A win would tie the school 
record for most wins in a season. EIU had 12 when it won the 1978 NCAA II 
National Championship. 
PANTHERS IN POST-SEASON: This is the fourth time an EIU team has played in post-season 
games however only the third sanctioned by NCAA regulations. In 
1948, the Panthers lost to Illinois Wesleyan, 6-0, in the short 
lived Corn Bowl. In modern times EIU won the 1978 NCAA II title 
and finished second in 1980. Counting last Saturday's win, the 




MUDRA & MERRITT: This game also matches two of the greatest coaches in NCAA history. 
Tennessee State's John Merritt and EIU's Darrell Mudra rank two-three 
among I-AA active coaches with most victories. 
Merritt, in his 30th season, is 224-64-9 overall. Mudra, in his 21st 
season, is 157-64-3. In five years at EIU he is 47-14-1. This is the 
8th time in 21 collegiate seasons Darrell Mudra has directed a team into 
post-season games. He is 9-3 overall. 
SACK PACK: The Panther defense, employing primarily an eight-man front, has recorded a 
school record 71 QB sacks tying an NCAA I-AA single game record with 12 against 
Kentucky State. The previous EIU record was 52 in the 1979 season. Defensive 
end Keith Wojnowski, out for the season with knee surgery, led with 16 followed 
by defensive tackle Greg Duncan with 13 and defensive end Elvin Carmichael, 
defensive tackle Chris Nicholson and linebacker Reggie Taylor, eight each. 
STAPLE'S BEST SEASON: Junior halfback Kevin Staple (Markham-Thornwood) had his best 
season in his three year career. Last Saturday on a rain-drenched, 
muddy field he managed 39 yards rushing and caught seven passes for 
57 yards becoming only the sixth EIU rusher to top 1000 yards in a 
single season. He now has 2288 career yards and needs just 347 to 
become No. 2 on the all-time career list. He averaged 113 yards 
all-purpose running this fall, also. 
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1982 EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY ~FOOTBALL STATISTICS (10-0-1) 
RUSHING G ATT GAIN LOST NET P/G~ P/CARRY TD LONG 
Kevin Staple 1l 2z9 TI27 1ls iorr 92.0 4.4 1o 88(YSU) 
Wee Nixon 7 92 389 38 351 50.1 '3.8 2 31(ISU) 
Darryon \~bite 11 59 254 16 238 21.6 4.0 1 34(WSU) 
Tyrone Davis 9 39 191 14 177 19.7 4.5 1 15(SWMO) 
Jeff Christens~n 11 68 170 195 -25 1 31(ISU) 
Pat Blair 8 4 36 5 31 3.9 7.7 15(AKR) 
Jerry Wright 11 ·2 10 -10 
Booker Brown 8 7 53 3 50 6.2 7.1 2 29(KSU) 
Gary Bridges 10 7 35 7 28 2.8 4.0 9(KSU) 
Reggie Drew 9 1 
EIU TOTALS 11 508 2255 403 1852 168.4 3.6 . 17 88(YSU) 
OPPONENTS 11 464 1615 733 882 80.2 1.9 6 33(SIU) 
PASSING G CPL ATT !NT YDS PCT P/GAME P/CPL P/ATT TD LONG 
Jeff Christensen 1l m 301 14. 2270 .508 206.4 "'i4.8 7:5 2f 75(SWMO) 
Gary Bridges 10 1 8 2 10 • 725 0.9 9.0 1.1 9(KSU) 
EIU TOTALS 11 154 309 16 2280 .498 207.2 14.8 7.4 21 75(Swr-Kl) 
OPPONENTS 11 134 299 19 1717 .448 156.1 12.8 5.7 5 45(ISU) 
PASS RECEIVING G REC YDS P/CATCH P/GAME TD LONG TEAM TOTALS EIU OPP 
Wee Nixon 7 ls 207 13.8 29.'"6 2 30(WSU) First Downs m m 
Kevin Staple 11 25 198 7.9 18.0 3 33(ISU) by rushing 102 65 
Roger Holeman 11 21 376 17.9 34.2 2 42(SWW)) by passing 91 78 
Darryon \~bite 11 19 217 11.4 19.7 1 52(ISU) by penalty 4 19 
Jim Schmidt 9 13 154 11.8 17.1 2 18(WSU)TOTAL OFFENSE 4132 2599 
Jerry Wright 11 29 709 24.5 64.4 7 75(SWMO) per ~~:ame 375.6 236.3 
Dirk Androff 11 5 35 7.0 3.2 3 11(WSU) total plays 817 763 
Pat Blair 8 18 288 16.0 36.0 1 26(ISU) yds. p/play 5.0 3.4 
Tyrone Davis 9 4 24 6.0 2.7 8(SIU) PENALTY/YDS 76/764 58/478 
Reggie Drew 9 3 48 16.0 5.3 30(SWMO) FUMBLES/LOST 25/14 27/19 
Roy Ellis 1 1 7 7.0 7.0 7(WSU) 
Booker Brown 8 1 17 17.0 2.1 17(KSU) 
EIU TOTALS 11 154 2280 14.8 207.2 21 75(SWMO) 
OPPONENTS 11 134 1717 12.8 156.1 5 45(ISU) 
NET SCORE BY QUARTERS 
PUNTING G NO YDS AVE RET NET AVi LONG EIU 64 101 64 74 - 303 Don Manzke 1l 65 2595 39.9 m 2472 38.0 63(YSU) 
EIU TOTALS 11 65 2595 39.9 123 2472 38.0 63(YSU) OPP 17 44 10 26 - 97 
OPPONENTS 11 89 3110 34.9 296 2814 31.6 66(YSU) 
RETURNS G KO YDS AVE TD LONG PT YDS AVE TD LONG 
Wee Nixon 7 8 184 23.0 43(NEMO) 5 6o 12.0 41(WSU) 
Darryon White 11 2 34 17.0 18(WIU) 
Randy McCue 11 3 1 0.3 1(UNI) 
Kevin Staple 11 2 36 18.0 18(YSU) 
Gary Bridges 10 4 88 25.3 31 (SWMO) 5 44 8.8 15(KSU) 
Brian Newby 8 3 -4 
Charlie Person 11 25 162 6.5 38(UNI) 
Booker Brown 8 6 88 14.7 23(WSU) 
Chris Nicholson 11 10 10.0 10(WSU) 
Roger Holeman 11 17 17.0 17(IND) 
Dan Fallon 11 1 20 20.0 20(WSU) 
Robert Williams 11 1 3 3.0 3(ISU) 
EIU TOTALS 11 23 447 19.4 43(NEMO) 44 296 6.7 41(WSU) 
OPPONENTS 11 54 1020 18.9 38(IND) 27 123 4.6 12(ISU) 
SCORING G TD PAT/K PAT/R-P FG SAF POINTS 
Kevin Staple 1l 13 _7_8_ 
Wes Nixon 7 4 24 
Darryon White 11 2 12 
Dave Strauch 11 30-37 13-20 
- 69 
Jeff Christensen 11 1 6 
Dirk Androff 11 3 20 
Jerry Wright 11 7 42 
Tyrone Davia 11 1 6 
Jim Schmidt 9 2 12 
Pat Blair 8 1 6 
Booker Brown 8 2 12 
Roger Holeman 11 2 12 
Te8111 2 4 EIU TOTALS 11 38 30-37 1 13-20. 2 303(27.5 ppg.) OPPONENTS 11 11 10-11 7.-13 
- 97(8.8 ppg.) 
) 
DEFENSIVE STATISTICS BLOCKS 
G T AT SACKS (YDS) TFL (YDS) FF FR INT/YDS/TD FG PAT PASS PUNT 
Bill Mines 11 47 81 3(-34) 2(-6) 5 1 
Gary Bridges 10 17 11 2(-37) 3-47-0 1 1 
Robert Williams 11 59 42 1 2-0-0 1 
Greg Duncan 11 52 35 13(-111) 8(-22) 3 1 
Elvin Carmichael 11 47 22 8(-63) 8( -18) 4 
David Fergurson 11 22 33 4(-42) 2(-7) 1 2 
Ortega Jackson 11 26 37 1(-7) 2(-5) 1 6 3-36-0 
Randy McCue 11 30 19 1 3 7-51-0 1 
Chris Nicholson 11 33 27 8(-81) 4(-13) 1 1 
Reggie Taylor 9 41 34 8(-67) 2(-8) 0 Keith Wojnowski 11 42 31 16(-149) 9(-31) 1 1 2 
Charlie Person 11 24 15 1 (-2) 2-3-0 
Dan Fallon 9 13 9 1 
Tyrone Covington 10 22 32 1(-10) 1(-4) 3 1 1-20-Q 
Al Jennings 8 1 4 1-9-0 
Joe Mitchell 3 1 
Reggie Drew 9 10 6 1 
Woody Shaw 4 2 3 1 (-3) 
Mike Angland 6 6 9 2(-13) 1(-6) 
Tom Moskal 4 1 6 1(-15) 
Dick Essman 4 1 6 3(-24) 
Ira Thompson 2 1 3 1(-5) 
KEY: T (Solo Tackles) AT (Assisted Tackles) SACKS (QB Only) TFL (Tackles for Loss) FF (Forced Fumbles) 
FR (Fumble Recoveries) 
\.) 
1982 RESULTS (10-0-1) 
27 14 ILLINOIS STATE (8200) 
18 17 NORTHEAST MISSOURI (7000) 
27 0 WAYNE STATE (7200) 
10 10 at Northern Iowa * (10,276) 
27 23 at Youngstown State (8895) 
18 0 AKRON (10,631) 
16 12 at Indiana State (15,471) 
31 7 at Western Illinois * (10,399) 
20 7 SOUTHERN ILLINOIS (9120) 
36 7 at Southwest Missouri * (3200) 
73 0 KENTUCKY STATE (12,425) 
* 2-0-1, T1st in Mid-Continent Conference 
